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it would not found 5 and only (to this Advantage) 
in a certain Chamber here two Stories high from 
the Ground. 

I continue as yet at Kinfaik > but fhall fhortly 
return to c Dtiblin > where I fhall hope to inlarge the 
Fraternity 5 but thefe Parts arc moft infipid, and 
void of Curiofity. I am, 

"Dear eft Sir, 

Tour moft affectionate Friend and Servant, 

Kinfaile, Sept. 19. 

1661 > Robert Southwell 
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X. A Letter from Mr. J. Durant to the Ho- 
nourable Robert Boyle, Efq\ F. R. S. con- 
cerning a Coal-Mine taking Fire near New- 
caftle upon Tyne ; of the blue Well ; a?td of 
a fubterraneous Cavern in \Veredale5 lately 
communicated hy the fame Hand. 

SIR, 

Read June 5. r TT^ h £ Honour you were plcafed to do 
* 74 * J[ me fome Months ago, in the fa- 

vourable Reception of an impertinent Vifit, embol- 
dens me to apologize for Non -performance of my 
Promife, which you accepted of, for fending you 
fome of our Coal-Marcafites, and fubterraneal Subli- 
mates, from the fired Coal-Mines near our Town; 
the Weather having been fuch, by Storms of Snow, 
violent Rains and Thaws, and keen Frofts, as it was 
not poflible to gather the Evomitions of our Vul- 
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earns ; and thfc Specimina of them which I had bf 
me being too fmall to offer, for Satisfaction of To- 
many Trials, as I know you would have been de- 
firous to put them tov and the Marcafites, I feared, 
alone might have been an Oblation too trivial for 
your Acceptance. Itfhall be my Endeavour, fo foon 
as the Weather fhall prove favourable, to tranfmk 
you (if pofliblc) a Quantity of each, fufficient to ex* 
periment on. 

The Fire at firft was occafioned by a Candle, ne- 
gligently placed by a Pitman, as he was working in a 
Pit about 30 Years ago. So fmall it was at firft Noticing, 
that Half-a Crown was denied Reward to one, who 
for that Price would have engaged to have extin- 
guifli'd it : Now it has wafted Land and Mine, and 
grown fo furious, as no Hopes of its ceafing are con- 
ceived, before the Failure of its Fuel. 

The Grounds where it began belong to a Village 
called Benwelly about a Quarter of a Mile North- 
ward from the River Tyne 5 whence, by a flow Pro- 
grefs, and frequent Deviations Eaft and Weft, it 
marched Northward 5 fometimes preying on the Coals 
nearer the Surface of the Earth, and then fubverting 
Houfes and Grounds lying over it 5 fometimes on the 
deeper Mines,, and was conspicuous only by its Smoak 
and Fire in. the Night. Now it rages, and has already 
caufed great Devaluation, in Grounds belonging to a 
Village called Fenhatn,ncztz Mile Northward from 
the Place where it firft was kindled. 

Its Eruptions at prefent are in many Places, and 
various Depths. I have, both laft Winter and this, 
infrofty Nights (for then it burns moft futioufly) oc- 
casionally riding by, in near 20 Places, feen its 
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Flames and Pillars of Smoak. That ever it has re- 
jected Stones, or the like, I cannor, by Information 
or Obfervation, affirm 5 the concreted Salts we have 
from it being always found either candying the fuper- 
crefcent Furze, or imparled in the Surface of the 
Earth, at its Eruptions. 

I pray, Sir, pardon my Delay in procraftinating 
the Performance of my mention'd Promife till a fa* 
vourablc and ferene Seafon j when, if you (hall com- 
mand it, I may be able to give you fome Account 
alfo of a Stream near this Town, which, on its Banks, 
in the Summer-time, asalfo 3 being evaporated over 
the Fire, leaves behind it a blue Powder. Irs Head is 
thence called by neighbouring Inhabitants, The blue 
JVell\ as alfo, of fome fubterraneal Grottoes or Caverns 
in Weredale, about twenty Miles South-weft of this 
Place; where, by a little Hole creeping into the Side 
of a vaft Mountain, is entered a fpacious Cavity, 
chambered with Walls and Pillars of decident lapi- 
defcent Waters; the Hollownefs in fome Places being 
pervious further than any yet has adventured to dif- 
coverj the Darknefs of thefe Caverns requiring the 
Help of Candles, which are often extinguifh'd by the 
dropping Water. 

I have employed what Infereft I could make to pro^ 
cure [omc Quantities, if pofliole, of that odd me- 
talline Ore, which I made mention of when with 
you. 

I mention thefe Trifles only out of an Ambition I 
have, if any wife you may judge me capable to 
injoin me any inferior Task of catting in my Mite to 
that Treafury of Knowlege in Things natural, which 
the World, Sir, expects prefent or future Ages 
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may be inriched with from your indefatigable La- 
bours. I have not at prefent to add, but to beg you 
would perfuade vourlelf, that no Employ can be 
deemed more honourable, than in your Com. 
mands, by 

Newcajik, Feb. 9. Tour humble Servant, 

J. Durant 



XL A Letter from James Parfons, M. < D. 
R R. S> to the Prefident ; ferving to intro- 
duce a Remark from John Milner, Efq\ 
concerning the burying of the Cows, dead of 
the prefent reigning Diftemper, in Lime or 

not. 

S I R) 

R,aj June 12TITHEN the Means for preventing the 
*746- W Infection among the Cattle were 

under Confideration, Burying them was thought the 
moft effectual Method to hinder its Progrefs $ and, 
by way of Improvement to this Projeft, the Addition 
of Lime was imagined neceffary, for the more fpeedy 
Destruction of the diftemper'd Carcafes. But fome 
Doubts arifing, whether the Lime might not exalt 
the putrid Particles, and help to fpread the Infection, 
it was the Opinion of feveral of the Learned, that it 
was moft fafe, on that account, to bury them with- 
out it. 

This 



